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THE Health Bureau (SSM) and 
the Civic and Municipal Af-

fairs Bureau (IACM) held a mee-
ting yesterday morning to dis-
cuss preventative measures and 
contingency plans, after the first 
case of a human contracting the 
H7N9 bird flu virus was reported 
in Hong Kong (see pages 10,11). 

IACM has contacted the quaran-
tine departments of Shenzhen, 
Zhuhai and Guangdong to inquire 
about the situation. It stated that 
Macau does not import live pou-
ltry from Shenzhen, but mainly 
from Zhuhai and other regions 
in Guangdong. The Bureau will 
strengthen its import quarantine 
on poultry, which includes testing 
for H5 and H7 viruses, as well as 
increase the monitoring of sanita-
tion in the wholesale market. Both 
the IACM and the SSM have cal-
led on residents to be vigilant in 
order to prevent bird flu.

On a separate occasion, SSM Di-
rector Lei Chin Ion said that his 
Bureau has sent text messages to 
all local private general practitio-
ners and requested them to pay 
attention to influenza cases. 

The director also revealed that 
the laboratory in Macau can re-
ceive results from tests taken on 
suspected cases within six hours. 
The director is confident that the 
city is capable of handling any pu-
blic health emergencies.  JPL

MSAR 
heightens alert 
after first HK 
bird flu case

THE -
ganization Doco-
momo Macau – a  
research center – 

has submitted a request to 
the MSAR government for 

Portuguese School of Macau 
(EPM) building.  

Calling the building com-
plex “one of the most quali-

-
nal Modernist Architecture 
in Macau,” the organization 
will provide technical su-
pport to the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) in order to turn 

into a reality.
Architect Rui Leão, presi-

dent of Docomomo Macau, 
told the Times that, following 
a revision of the Cultural He-
ritage Protection Law, “bui-
ldings need to meet a set of 
conditions in order to be clas-

the works, the cultural herita-
ge… and EPM seems to meet 
most of the criteria.”

Built in the 20th century, 
the former Escola Comer-
cial Pedro Nolasco, now the 
Portuguese School of Macau, 
was designed by Raúl Cho-
rão Ramalho. 

Rui Leão believes that he 
was able to perfectly com-
bine the modernity of the 
building with oriental fea-
tures, blending it easily with 
its location in the center of 
Macau. Moreover, he thinks 
that Ramalho “understood 
Macau in a very deep and in-
teresting way.”

“The EPM building complex 

examples of international mo-
dernist architecture in Macau 
built in the twentieth century, 
achieving a synthesis between 
the modern European and 

urban environment found in 
Macau,” Docomomo stressed 
in a press release.

The Portuguese School of 
Macau is located at Avenida 
do Infante D. Henrique, but 
the issue of its relocation 
has been on the table for 
many years. The EPM Fou-
ndation has been discussing 
the matter with both the go-
vernment of Macau and the 
Portuguese Ministry of Edu-
cation. One option on the 
table is to relocate the school 
to the old Hotel Estoril, near 
Tap Seac Square. 

-
tion of the building could gua-
rantee its preservation, even 
if casino operators thought of 
expanding their premises, Rui 
Leão explained that “there is 
always some pressure.” 

“Casinos are quite close [to 
the center of the city], and we 
learned to coexist. So we, too, 

need to maintain our institu-
tions and buildings in the cen-
ter,” he said.

The reading room of the Por-
tuguese School of Macau, a 
project designed by Rui Leão 
and Carlota Bruni, was awar-
ded the 2012 Jury Commen-
dation for Innovation in the 

Heritage Awards for Cultural 
Heritage Conversation. 

At the time, the Jury Com-
mendation recognized it as 
having “newly-built structu-
res that demonstrate outstan-
ding standards for contempo-
rary architectural design, and 
which are well-integrated into 
historic contexts.”

organization that promotes 
public interest and recogni-
tion of modern architecture 
in Macau. 

The EPM Parents’ Associa-
tion has also been discussing 
the need to launch a public 
initiative to request the clas-

The idea is the brainchild 
of professor Diogo Teixei-
ra, who has three children 
studying at the Portuguese 
School of Macau. 

Speaking to the newspaper 
“Tribuna de Macau”, Teixei-
ra commented that – with 
the relocation of the school 
on the table – the building’s 

to achieve a certain “merit”, 
which is necessary to safe-
guard it from “any threa-
ts” or even from “a possible 
demolition”, in case casinos 
such as the Grand Lisboa de-
cide to expand.  
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